2/2 Field Regiment Association Inc.

2024-25 Annual Report to Members

It is with pleasure I present my fourth annual report to Members of the activities of the 2/2 Field
Regiment Association for 2024-25.

Your committee has continued to solidly represent the Association where applicable and uphold our
Mission Statement of “...to Preserve, Study and in particular Promote the History of the 2/2nd Field
Regiment as part of Australian Military Heritage”.

[ unapologetically say to the Committee nearly every meeting, “if we don’t promote our Association,
nobody else will”. [ encourage you all to do the same.

The committee is committed to and has continued to work to our 5 year strategic plan (1922-27) with
most projects either completed or nearing completion.

Highlights:

e The surge in interest in our website/Facebook and “blogs” containing up to date
information not only to Members but public interest. The “hits” when a new item is
posted is amazing with many now following our Association. Thanks to Lee Fallon for
putting up with my continual articles and asking him to post “when he has time” when
he knows [ want it ASAP!!!

e The content and contributions to our newsletter “Action Front” has seen the last two
editions being 18-20 pages with some good reading and interesting articles. We need
contributions from our Members. There are so many untold stories and profiles to be
shared that make for interesting reading. Credit to our Editor Sarah for her
enthusiasm. Please tell us what you want to read.

e Our continued and strengthened relationships with the Greek, Cretan and Lemnos
communities and associations and attendance at their commemorative events and The
Shrine in the development of the exhibition “Thermopylae 1941”.

e The importance of ANZAC Day to our members. The strength of numbers continues to
remain solid. We need to hold our numbers to retain our position and relevance to the
organisers or we will be pitched in as a collective. We want to remain with our own
identity. The Secretary and myself have written and met with the organisers over this
years March and they have noted our concerns. We also expressed our disappointment
with the protesters at the Dawn Service.

If everyone could bring a son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter etc we would be
assured of our future!

PLEASE refer to our continually updated posts on our website/Facebook pages and
OUR email posts of where to meet and march off from and NOT other websites. At
least we will all be together and can position as one in the case of having to adjust.



The success of our after March luncheon/reunion continues to gather momentum with
about 30 members and guests gathering at the Rising Sun Hotel in South Melbourne.
We have a booking for 30-40 for next year. Stay for as long as you wish, you will be
made most welcome. Sorry, there is no “two-up”!

I wish to acknowledge the resignation from the committee and contribution made by
Ms Kim Sparkes. Kim was our Communications Officer and served on the committee for
many years. Thank you Kim and we wish you well for the future.

Without doubt the “coup” of the year is the collaboration with The Shrine to present in
2026-27 the exhibition of “Thermopylae 1941”. This is a culmination of three years
work by the Committee and part of our 5 year plan to bring to fruition. I must
acknowledge the working relationship we have developed with The Shrine and Curator
Neil Sharkey and in particular the work of our own Historian/ Archivist Terry Cole.
Neil has been able to guide us and present a case to the Directors for the exhibition to
gain the momentum it has. We will hear more from Neil shortly as our Guest Speaker
today. Including official dignitaries and 2/2rd descendants we have about 80 guests
indicate as wishing to attend this event next year.

I believe this to be the single most significant event the Association has played a
role in since the establishment of the Brallos Pass Memorial.

The Greek Government has advised that there will be a further ceremony of awarding
the Greek Campaign War Medal to Australian servicemen. Of the approximate 17,000
who served in Greece and Crete there are only about 90 families yet to receive
recognition. Mr Steve Kyritsis OAM, President of the Australian Hellenic Memorial is
coordinating the search for the missing ninety. Since we were advised and placed an
article on the website, I believe we may have found a further 5-8 possible recipients. If
you believe your family has not received this medal, [ encourage you to check out our
website where all the information is. The Association is available to assist you if you
have any difficulty. This is NOT a replacement medal program but for those who have
not received the medal in the past.

In “breaking news” we have established through Government circles a link directly to
the Government’s “Spirit of ANZAC Prize” Awards where we have advocated that the
recipients of these awards have included in their itinerary the knowledge and
significance of the battles of Australian and New Zealand Forces at Brallos Pass and
indeed visit the memorial placed there initiated by this Association. The Government
were surprised to learn of the memorial and have passed to the Premiers’ “Spirit of
ANZAC” Prize Committee our letter setting out the importance that directly relates and
be meaningfulness to the recipients.

It is with the greatest of pleasure and an absolute honour to announce today that the
Committee has unanimously voted to bestow Life Membership of the Association upon
our Secretary Mrs Mel Johnson. Mel’s contribution to the Association I will read out
shortly but doubtless to say the significance of her work is immeasurable. Mel’s work
has always been forwarded with “I do it for the Veterans” not for any personal
recognition!

[ have been asked if we can produce a “map” of where Members live/located across
Australia. There are Members that are unable to get to the AGM/Luncheon due to
distance/travel costs etc that are still interested to do “coffee catchups” once or twice a
year to stay in contact and have a mutual interest in the 2/2nd Field Regiment. It would
involve making a Member’s Register but not being a “public document”.



[ wish to personally acknowledge and thank the Committee for their support of me
during recent health issues. Still a road to travel but I am confident the light at the end
of the tunnel will stay lit!!!

Finally thank you to the Committee and Members for your continued support of the
Association. Continue to encourage family members, particularly grandchildren and
great grandchildren to come along to our events, they are the future if our Association is
to remain relevant.

Kindest regards

Malcolm Fallon

President

Mobile:
Email:
Website:

0417 32 6970
president.2nd2ndfieldreg@gmail.com
www.2nd2ndfieldreg.com.au
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Apologies received for today’s AGM:

Philippe Batters

Elizabeth Creed (NT)

Kevin Dixon

Greg Pitt (NSW)

Susan Shaw ?

Karen & Greg Miller (touring)
Carolyn Jeffrey & children (Sydney)
Kate Boulton

John Cameron

Bruce Merlo

Diana West (nee Hale) (Tasmania)



