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NEW EDITOR
FOR ACTION FRONT

LEN CREED STEPS DOWN
Committee Appoints Phil Wortham to Post

Len Creed, Editor of ACTION FRONT for many issues
during World War 1l., and Editor of every edition since the
end of the war, told the committee members at the June com-
mittee meeting that he would bring out the next issue of
ACTION FRONT in July, and that it would be the last one for
him, as far as being Editor was concerned.

The reasons were given fo the committee by Len. He said,
that after such a lengthy period, there had become a sameness
about ACTION FRONT, and that as far as his personal work
was concerned, the inroads info time was quite a factor.

In addition, as President of the Association, members could
be excused for taking the viewpoint that the views expressed
could well be interpreted as his personal one and not those
of the Association in general.

He dssured the committee that at all fimes he would be
available to give Phil Wortham all possible assistance to see
that ACTION FRONT was continued to be published at least
twice a year in future.

All members of the committee spoke of the work that
had been put into ACTION FRONT over a period spanning
nearly 30 years by Len Creed.

YOUR PRESENCE IS REQUESTED AT
THE VICTORIA
LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, ON
FRIDAY NIGHT, 7th NOVEMBER, 1969

YOU WILL BE WELCOME,
ALONG WITH ANY FRIEND YOU MAY CARE TO BRING

Change of Date for Anzac Re-Union
ASSOCIATION NOT TO BLAME

Many members have complained
about a change of dates for the
last Anzac Re-Union, bot no blame
could be levelled againsi the com-
mittee of the Association.

Following the last Anzac Re-
Union in 1968, arrangements were
made then for the 2/2 Field Reg-
iment Association to have the
Artillery Depot in 1969 again on
Anzac Eve, a night on which we
have held our Re-Union for many
Years.

Through no fault of the Associa-
tion, this date was not recorded
in the proper form and it was
given to another Artillery Associa-
tion.

Late in the piece we discovered
this, and the immediate decision
had to be made as to when we
wanted the Depot. We could have
had inadequate space on the night
of Anzac Eve, but instead, the
decision was made to hold the Re-
Union on the evening of 23rd
April.

We always held to the opinion
that when the influence of the 2/2
Field Regiment started to fade at
the Depot. there was the chance
we would forfeit Anzac Eve for
our Re-Union, so it didn’t come as
such @ shock.

The latest information we have
for the Annual Re-Union in 1970
is that the Depot will not take any
applications until early in 1970,
and that we will be considered for
the date of Anzac Eve. However,
on the “grapevine”, we have learned
that probably we will have to be
content with having Anzac Eve for
our Re-Unions on every alternative
year.

More about the date later on.
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ANNUAL DINNER AGAIN
AT THE VICTORIA

The Date — Friday, Tth November, 1969

The Annual Dinner of the Regimental
Association will again be held ot The
Yictoria, Liftle Collins Sircet, Mel-
hourne. This year it & as wsuval, on
the first Friday in November, the Tih.

For the racing minded, it is the
Fridav after the Melbourne Cup, and
for those who have heavy commitments
during Cup week, in regard to social
functions, it is the Friday after Derby
Day.

Ag for a poest speaker, in Melbourne
Cup week, it is best to ask someone who
is busy, and this year Mr. L. V. Lachal,
Secrelary of the Victoria Racing Club,
charged with the runming aof the Mel-
hourne Cup, is our Guest,

However, it 15 not as V.R.C. Secre-
tary that Mr. Lachal has been invited.

Tt i5 as Air Commodore L. V. Lachal,
C.B.E., who during the war served the
R.AAF. in several capacities. At one
stpee he was the Air Officer in Com-
mand, MNew Guinea, based al Madang.

VIC. LEECH

Master Buoilder
PAPER HANGING,
TEXTURING

2o Mitchell Street, Bentleigh

Telephone: 97-5607

Our original C.0., Sir Alan Ramszy,
was at that time G.0.C., 5th Australian
Division, and “Snow™ Lachal worked
in close contact with him. Tt is hoped,
that this year, we will also have Sir
Alan Bamsay with us,

The complele cost to members for
the entire evening is 6. Cocktails are
served in the foyer of the Banquet
Room from 630 onwards. Dress s
informal, but if you want to mve your
dinner suit an airing that is up to your-
selves.

Over the last couple of vears our
function has been eminently successful
because a lot of members have brought
along as their guests fellow servicemen,
and also their sons.

In some cases, their boys have served
their Mational training and are veterans
of Vietnam, and by their appearance at
our functions, without exception, they
are a credit to their parents.

With the passape of Ume, thal means
a4 we grow older, your committee has
often thought that the Annual Dinner
will be the premier event of the year
a5 far as the Association is concerned.

You can bolster that ides by making
sure you atiend this vear’s dinner: If
vou wish to bring a guest or guesis along
do 5o by all menns, provided they have
something in common with us.

Later. vou'll receive a letter advising
you of the Dinner, sand when you
receive it please Gll it in promptly and
return to the Sccretary, so that we will
know how we are going.

The Victoria . . .

First class accommodation for 800 guests.
Restaurant and Function Specialists.

Ring 63 0441, THE VICTORIA
215 Lt. Collins 5t., Melbourne, next to Melb. Town Hall

THE COLUMNS OF “ACTION FRONT" ARE OPEN AT ALL TIMES
TO MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, AND VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE
NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE ASSOCIATION OR COMMITTEE
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EOB PRICE

Bob Price, an original member of the
Regiment, suffered a heart attack and
passed away shortly after the last Anzac
Re-Union. He served in 4 Battery
throughout the entire war and he was
one of the meal “characters™ of the
Regiment.

To his widow and grown up famuly,
the sympathy of the Association i3
extended.

H. (“Kelly”) TIERNEY

After a long illness at the Repatriation
General Hospital, Heidelbers. For
those that never knew, the H stood for
Harold, but of all the names he was
ever called, “Bumblefoot™ was the onc
he liked the best.

An original *A" Troop membeér, he
was one of that famous group known as
the “Ragged A" . . 8", With his pass-
ing, those ranks are now very thin.

Whenever and wherever discussions
on the lighter side of the war occur,
they will always featurp old “Bumble-
foot”. Hiz recitations may not have
boen as “Banjo” Patterson wrote them,
word for word, but his were far more
direct.

At one stage. at Barce im Libya,
Regiment Daily Orders carried the rider
that as “long as T am in command of
this Regiment, Lance Bombadier Tierney
will never again appear upon a concert
stage”.

“Kelly™ Tierncy has now gone to the
preatest stage of them all, his job here
well done. So mote it be.

PASSED AWAY

At the last Annuval Meeting, =
minute’s silence was observed to mark
the passing during 1968-69 of the fol-
lowing:

ERIG. ANDY ARTHUR
MR. F. C. WATSON
MR. E. CHANDLER
MRE. R. WESTNEAT

MRS, KERR

MRS, INGRAM, Sor.

MRS, J. HANDASYDE

MRS. R. DALE

MARCH WITH YOUR UNIT ON
ANZAC DAY IN WHATEVER
CITY OR TOWN YOU MAY BE
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR 1968-69
TO THE ANNUAL MEETING

Centlemen,

1 would like to present to this mest-
ing, my report es President of the
Association for the past 12 months.

It has been an active vear, in which
we have held a very successful Dimmer,
our rall up at the last Anzac Day March
was excellent and the Re-Union last
year was possibly one of the best at-
tended that we have had.

In addition, the Regiment was
represented at the Shrine of Remem-
brance on Commemoration Day last
Movember and, for the record book,
two Unit Associations of 6 Australian
Division were present and we were one
of them.

In regard to the Dinner which was
held at The Victoria last MNovember.
In the Treasurer's report (it has been
presenled to this meeting) the satisfac-
tory outcome of the night, but I would
like to say at this stage that the success
of that particular function depends
greatly upon our Seeretary, Mr. Neil
McMillan.

Mr. McMillun is one of the Exccutives
of The Vicloria and through him we do
get treated very well indeed, Irom the
staff and also the cashier.

T feel the thanks of this mecting
and the Association are due o Mr.
MecMillan for his efforts in this regard.

On the subject of the Dinner and ouor

Guest Speaker Mr. John Turner, P.E.
for the R.5.L. Our guest of honour was
His Honour WMr. Justice Starke, an
original member of the Regiment and
our Guest Speaker was Mr. Turner.
I do not know whether he had a chip
on his shoulder in that he made mention
of the fact that he was number three
on our list of people nvited as guest
speakers, but it would have been very
evident to those present that there was
a certain amount of antagenism between
him and our Guest of Honour.

Justice Siarke considercd that Mr.
Turmer's speech was political and un-
suited to the occasion, and he remarked
to me: “If he continves on in that
strain, then 1 will get up and so and fo
walk out™.

1 then asked Mr. Turnmer to break
down the political angles of his talk,
and he then said: “Your President has
asked mec 1o stop”.

T never at any stage asked or requested
Mr. Turner to stop his speech.

~s. PISAREVSKY

MEMBER MASTER PAINTERS' AND
DECORATORS' ASSOCIATION OF VIC.

Painter and

Decorator
Paper Hanging and
Texturing
36 DEVON 5T., HEIDELBERG
Telephone: 45-3801

He Jeft the Banguet Room  almost
immediately before mysell or the Seere-
tary could contact him. Later, the
Secretary wrote to him thanking him for
his attendance.

The speech which Mr, Turner pre-
sented in part was reproduced in an
edition of “Mufti”. In the next ACTION
FRONT I will publish Mr. Turner's
speech in full

Gentlemen, 1 make mno apology to
this meeting or any other meeting,
of my action at the Annual Dinner.

An ACTION FRONT was published
last October and it s with regret that
for the first time in 23 years there was
no ACTION FRONT prior lo the Re-
Union and meeting tomight. Throogh
March and April I was in and out of
hospital on several occasions and there
was no ACTION FRONT because of
the lack of time, and cven with the help
of the elderly gentlemen above, vou
cannct get more than seven days in one
week.

During the year, the commillee met
on six occasions, and the meetings were
well attended. Mr. Tom Bentley resigned
and his placc was taken by Mr. John
Chapman.  Mr. Gil Smith recently
resigned from the committee and raiher
than invite 5 member to join the com-
miittee, this vacancy has been left until
tonight.

I would like to thank the committes
very sincerely for the help and support
that they have afforded me through the
g =

On the subject of the Unit History,
Mr. Adam has only a few copies left
and when they are sold or disposed of,
that will be the finish. Tf any member
still requires one, T would suggest that
he see Mr. Adam tomight.

The Ladies Auxiliary, through lack
of imterest and support from members,
reluctantly disbanded during the year,
but T hope that before long members
can bring presure fo bear on  their
women folk to re-cstablish this Aux-
iliary. I would like to place on record
at this mesting our appreciation of their
efforts over the years to this Associa-
Lo,

Through a misunderstanding, we did
not obtain the use of this Depot for
Anzac Eve this wear. During the past
we have always tried to have the Re-
Unjon and Annual Meeting on  Anrac
Eve. but we knew gquite well that some
day when the inflience of the 2/2 com-
menced to wane at this Depot we would
lose that particular might, and we had
no option to hold the Re-Union tonight
(Wednesday].

Dwring ‘the past 12 months we have
Tost several of our comrades.

Tt has been pleasing that during the
past 12 months we have not had omc
call upon our Benevolent Fund. I
would like to tell this meeting that if
they do know of any mem*er oo
dizent circumstances, that a temporary
loan or financial assistance would benefit,
to contact the Secrefary.

FOR CEC. FORD
AND “CIVVY”

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE
CAULFIELD CENTRAL RSL.

The funeral was making its way up a
steep hill when it came to a busy inler
section, A truck driver tricd to stop
but his brokes failed and the truck hit
the hearse with great force.

The back doors flew open and the
coffin shol out and down the hill at a
terrific speed. Al the bollom it carecred
across the street and into a chemist's
shop where il crashed inlo the counter
and the lid broke opem.

Slowly the occupant sat up and said,
“Can you give me something to stop this
flamin’ coffin.”

FROM CEC. FORD FOR ACTION
FRONT ~

During his retirement (Cec. became
redumdant to the P.M.G. in June) he is
reading # new book entitled “The Fill's
Grim Progress™.

CHARLIE COLSON
LIFE MEMBER

FELECTED AT LAST ANNUAL
MEETING

Charlie Colson was eclected  unani-
mously a Life Member of the Associa-
tion 2t the Annual Meeting last April.

Proposed by Sid. Rageeil and secon-
ded by Sundy McDonald, the molion
when passed was greeted with great
acclamation.

Charlie is the oldesi member of the
Regiment. He was one of the [irst to
he at Seymour in the Cuarlermasters
Department in November 1939 and the
job he did for the Regiment, 3 Battery
in particular, in those early days, will
never ever be forgotten.

Both Sid and Sandy spoke about the
service Charlie Colson had given and
there were probubly many more who de-
sired to add 10 the remarks of thal pair.

We all hope that we continuee 1o see
Charlie at the Re-Unions and so forth
for many more years 1o come.

JUNCTION HOTEL
RAVENSWOOD

Mine Hosts:
Broce and Lee McWhinney

RIGHT ON BENDIGO ROAD
Phone: Lockwood 53286,

KEEP YOURSELF HINANCIAL

Subscription $2 per year
Send direct to The Treasovrer,
Box 1876, G.P.O., Melb., 3001.
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In unother part of this edition. von no
doubl have been shocked to read of the
passing of Bob. Price and “Kelly™ Tier-
noy. Bob. was indeed a character of 4
Baltery and his counterpart in 3 Bat-
tery was “Kelly™,

Bob Price was at the Anzac Re-Union
looking as hale and hearty as anyone
could possibly look. Still, with hiz roll
neck sweater, he always had an aversion
te wearing a lie—he was a 100%,

He told me once, he had had six
vears of people telling him what to wear
and if he didn't want to wear a tie, he
wis — sure he wasn't going to.

Of all the varns that “Kelly” Tiermey
could tell, his rendition of the “Shearer’s
Lament”™ was by far his Fest. T always
wanted hizs version of it but it 5 too
late now,

I can always remember Puckapunyal
in 1939 in those old tin huts. Accor-
ding=te Law, “Lights Out™ means “Lights
Out”, but someone must have been kid-
ding themselves thal 40 grown men and
youths could be kept quict, just by
simply turning out 2 couple of lights.

This is where “Bumblefoot” used to
come into his own as he rvegaled the
younger element with the story of life,
true and wntrue. and he kept the mob
in fits. At the time, T was a Bombardier
and WN.C.O. in charge of the hut (big
deal) and Kelly was a Lance Bombar-
dier.

One night 1 was nol there and evi-
dently afler “Lights Out” the R.S5.M.
Dennis Walsh burst in, turned the lights

R. K. TAUNT

PLASTERING
OF ALL KINDS
ATTENDED TO.

No job foo large
or too small.

&
64 MILLEWA AVENUE,

EAST MALVERN
Telephone: 56-3749

on and demanded immediate quiel. He
wanted to know if there were any
NAOCO's in the hot

After a while, Tierney said, *I have
one bloody stripe on my arm if that
makes me an N.C.O."

As it was only a temporary rank at
the time, it didn’t mattéer much that
Tierncy lost it for a while

For those to whom it matiers, “Kelly™
had also served his time in the Chair
of King Solomon.

On that matter, congratulations go
to Alby Willeox. Grand congratula-
tions at that.

Also to John North, recently men-
tioned in the Birthday honours.

Calling Lloyd Searde, down Geelong
way. If he doesn’t read this, conld one
of the Geelong Members pass it on to
him when they see him. Recently at a
one night stopover at MNarranderra
(M.5.W.) had a session with Jack Golds-
worthy of the 2/3 Commandos,

Lloyd jomed that unit from the 2/2
and Jack asked me to pass his regards
onto Lloyd, when nexi T had contact
with him.

Commitleeman Cec. Ford has now
reached the augost age of three score
vears and five, which im the Public Ser-
vice, means you are out, Cec haz
plans for a very happy retirement which
will include a lol of tennis and keeping
up with the odd jots Mrs. F. will find
for him. We all wish yom a happy
retirement, old fimer.

Conversing with Jack Byrne on the
phone one evening, Jack admils to his
age these days, but still has time during
his work to cet round and about and
often comes across members of the
Associalion. Asked me to pass on his
best wishes to all

Reg. Kirk is back in Heidelberg for a
further operation. Trust all js well,
Kirkie, and hope to see you up and
abkout before long.

On the subject of old timers, Ted Ross
has not been in the best of health for
some time and “Pappy” was also at

ERSONALIA

JOTTINGS FROM NEAR AND FAR

Heidelberg for a while in the early part
of the vear. He iz discharged now and
back working on a property mear Hamil-
Lo,

There was a query about the size of
Plagues on Memorial Trees in the Gar-
dens surrounding the Shrine of Remem-
brance. T forgol who asked. However,
all the plaques have to be of a stand-
ard size.

Incidentally, anyone looking for the
2/2 Ficld Regiment Memorial Tree, it is
on the slopes running down towards S5t
Kilda Road: If you walk from the
Forecourt of the Shrine towards Dorcas
Street, you should stumble over it

You cannol mise it, it & the smallest
tree there.

Col. Morley has now taken over o
FORD Franchise and conducts his busi-
ness under the name of Morley Ford.
Deals in new and nsed cars. He can be
contacted mainly at the Melbourne
Office but if you buy a car at any of
his establishments, make sure vou fell
the salesman to contact Col. himself
and let him know he is dealing with a
Member of the 272 Field Regiment
Association.

It was Tather pleasing at the Re-Union
to see %0 many old timers after quite a
foew years. Georgpe Williams, just to
mention one. There is no doubt that
the style in which we hold the Re-Union
has come to stay. For those that have
not made it for a while, the doors ars
opened from about the 5.30 mark and
a buffet dinner is served from about 7
p.m. to nearly 8 pam.

Al that time, thc Theatrette at the
Artillery Depot is used for the Annual
meeting and after that, the Re-Union
hoxes on, interrupted only by the Tradi-
tional Stand To al 9 pm.

This vear as our guesis for o short
time we had a contingent from Mew
Zealand from the Cretan  Association
there, and they were accompanicd by
several members of the Melbourne Cretan
Brotherhood.

They thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

The Enzedders., which included some
of the famous Maori Battalion, prefer-
red to march with a Unit that had served
in Cireece or Crele and they were very
welcome with us.

Talking of such like, for those who
are members of the Thirtyniners” Asso-
ciation, the Clubrooms at Carllon are
by this time, all going well, licensed
premizes. See you al Palmersion Street,
sometime??
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"NEVER SAY DIE"

Reprinted from L.S.A. Joornal,
May, 1969
{By Charlie Stevens)

I heard recently of a man trying 1o
pet T.P.I. classification, not because he
could not get, or do any work, but
because he did not want to work.

What a contrast between him and
our well-known member, Phil Trencher.

They have a dairy farm out from
Nathalia. We were made very welcome
and pressed to stay overnight. There
is no doubt about the simcere welcome
MNorma would extend to any member
and his wife.

Phil, a leg amputee, suffered a severe
heart attack a short time ago and had
to have a heart pacer inserted into his
chest. The battery that operates the
pacer is about the size of a cigaretie
packet and iz inserted i the abdomen

just behind the right-hand side ribs. If
he bends down the battery presses
against the ribs and is very painful, to
say the least of it Phil also soiffers
from a hernia, so with thiz combination
of disabilities he would be well justified
in_giving up hard work, but not Phil.
He ‘still runs his farm single-handed,
milking 60 cows.

To make this possible he has bmlt
up platforms in his cow-bails, about 18
inches high. The cows sfep up on to
these platforms and Phil is able to wash
the wudders and attach the milking
machine fittings without bending down.

This is an oulstanding example of
what can be done if you have the will
to “NEVER SAY DIE".

From N.S.W. Branch

A list of names of those who at-
tended the March, and those who were
at the Re-Union and the March:—

P. 1. Austin, R. Allen, A. Bracken,
C. Brage. W. Brapge, A. Bright, E.
Campbell, M. Chaseling, J. Curphy,
K. H. Dale; C. R. Doney, J. Emmett,
J. English; W. English, K. Fitzgerald,
K. Flew, 1. Fraser, H. Freeman, E.
Fuller, M. Glover, 1. Groves. H. Hardy,

E. Hinton, Arthur Howard, Aub How-
ard, J. Hunt, G. Hurps, L. Hustler, N.

Johnson, E. B. Kelly, I Leitch, L. Mo
Cusker, T. ’Sullivan, 1. Parker, A.
Bavett, K. Robinson, MN. Taylor, E.

Thorne, J. Turner, C. Wallace,
Those who did not attend Re-Union:
A Bicknell, T. Buckley, E. Dafiy,
T, Hassall, H. McLachlan, W. Murphy,

OFFICE-BEARERS

Following are the names and addresses
of members of the Committec of the
Association for the year 1969-TO:—

President:

Mr. L. C. CREED,
21 Grandview Grove, Carnegie.

Vice-Presidentss

Mr. C. F. ADAM,
5 Power Street, Toorak.

Mr. D DONALDSON,
55 Trevellyan Sireel, Elsternwick.
Hon. Treasurer:

Mr. F. WILLIAMS,
23 Wellington Avenue, Boaumaris.

Hon. Secretary:

Mr. N. McMILLAN,
207 Doncaster Road, North Balwyn.

Hon. Assistant Secrefary:

Mr. H. DAY,
18 Pavo Street, North Balwyn.

Committee:

Mr. J. CHAPMAN,
Mr. H. 5. CHARMAMN,
Mr. A. COTTOM,
Mr. C. FORD,
Mr. V. W. GEDDES,
Mr. K. V. ROSSIL,
Mr. R. K. TAUNT,
Mr. A. WILLCOX,
Mr. P. WORTHAM

PERSONALIA [(continued)

At the Iast Annual meeting, Charlie
Colsom  was  proposed, seconded and
unanimously elecled a Life Member of
the Association. For once “Old Steak-
face” was lost for words. Tt is terrific to
see him Re-Union affer Re-Union, Din-
ner after Dinner, looking so well.

Charlie Gilbert has said his adieu's to
Yarroweyah and is now back in Mel-
bourne for a while. Charlie plans later
to hitch 2 caravan behind his car, place
wife Mary gently in the front seat and
set sail to see round Australin.  There
wollld not be many places left for him
1o see, I guess.

Had a drink with Les Bearsdell one
evening in town in company with Sandy
McDonald, Tes 13 a member of the
Rural Fingnee Commission, a body which
it more or less a civil counterpart of the
old Soldier Setflement Commission. One
of the big projects the Commission has
+nd it 15 a pet with them is the Heyles-
bury affair, down from Colac.

There sre farms coming along all the
time, mostly dairy farms, and Les is
always on the look out for new s=ttlers.
Most of the members are too old to be
tackling dairy farms now, but they could
have sons or know of some worthwhile

M. Parker, 5. Saber.
voung fellows, Well, vou've now pgot
the mail—Les Bearsdell is the one to

SCC.

Sandy McDonald s now a member
of the Wakool Shire Council and is their
rep. on the Murray County Electricity
Conncil, so any first Monday night in
any month, you can find him at the new
Altury Hotel, Albury, on Council busi-
ness, Col. Adam hag a gon in the Shire,
so there Col., tell him, anything goes
wrong, get onto McDonald’s back;

A note from Bernie Hordem, re-
ceived too late to pass onto the fellows.
The reason he gave it to Micky Dray-
tom to give to me at the Re-Union.
Micky turned up 24 bours late. Bernie
had extended an invitation to any of
the members to have Breakfast and
at their Mess in Victorin Street, Mel-
bourne after the Dawn Service, and also
after the March in the afterncon.

Beer with the Scrzeants of the 6 R.V.R.

It waz all for “Buckshce”, so sce
whal vou missed out. Blame Drayton
for that.

It was pleasing indeed to see Colonel
Roy Jaboor at the last Re-Union. The
vears have treated him very kindly
indeed.

Harell Day has been elected Secre-
tary of the 17th Australian Infantry Bri-
pade Association, so our ties with them
are as strong as ever. Their President,
Mr. AW. King, was one of our guests
at the [ast Annual Dinner snd he
tharoughly enjoyved himself,

Well, fellows, that iz the end of the
roundabout. This is the Iast Personalia
Column from vours truly, Owver the
decades, I do not think, I stepped on too
many people’s toes. If T did, most sin-
cere apologies.

1 hope that through this particular
segmenl of Action Front, you have kept
strong memorics of your males, of the
friends you made from 1939 through to
1945,

It hasn't always been fun producing
Action Front year after year, It hasm't
always been easy, but since 1945, it has
always been a pleasure and honor to have
done zomething, no matter how small or
hig, to have tried to keep together that
tremendous band of fellows who were
responsible for reserving a place in his-
tory for the 2/2 Field Artillery Regiment.

1 wish von all well.

God Bless,
LEN CREED.
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THE BOOKLET “PROTEST”

Reviewed by Johm M. Turner

A Review of Protest Policies and
Psychological Warfare

At the Dinner of the Regiment, held at The Victoria, Melbourne on 1t Nov-
emher, 1968, Mr. John M. Turner, Public Relations Officer of the Victorian Branch

of the R.S.L., was our Guest Speaker.

The Guest of Honour was Mr. Justice

Starke, a member of the Victorian Judiciary.

During the cours of Mr. Turmer's specch, Mr. Justice Starke objected to the
political nature, as he considered it was oot the time or place for such a speech.
To preserve the harmony of the evening, I asked Mr., Turner if he would break

down the political :mgle.
did.

1 did not request Mr. Torner to stap his talk, which he
I believe that the subject of Mr. Turner’s speech was a review of

a booklet

by T. F. Findlay, which is in the hands of all RS5.01. Sub-Branches and on sale

to the gemeral public.

_ Without comment or prejudice fo anyone, an article by Mr. John Turner on
this hooklet, as printed in the December issue of “Mupfii” — The Voice of the
Yictoriam R.5.L. — is reprinted in this issue of ACTION FRONT.—Len Creed.

Az many of you aore aware, the
League has for some years been press-
ing for the publication of a “White
Paper” on the activities of the Com-
munist party in  Anstralis,

Obviously the Federal Government
has heen loath to do this, for several
reasons.  One, of course, is its disineli-
nalion to inform the party and its
sympathisers of ils knowledge of its in-
filtrations, and another i= the fact that
the Australian Communist Party is not
a proscribed movement, and is legally
entitled to nominate members for elec-
tion 1o parliament.

The puoblication “Protest”, by P. T.
Findlay, is an ably presented and well-
documented expose of the communist
role in, and encouragement of, the anti-
Vietnam war and anli-conscriplion
movemenis in Aunstralia.

Some of these “push their own bar-
rows™, but the majority appear to be
“fronts” and strongly sosceptible to tho
commiunist line,

THE LEAGUE'S “IMAGE”

The State executive of the League has
officially requested your reviewer to dis-
cuss the booklet-——and this T am happy
to do—but before doing 0 | am con-
cerned with our “image” as a democra-
fic oreanisation.

Dicspile @ strong impression in some
quarters that the league is a body of
reactionaries, supporiers of the “estab-
lishment™, and “foddy-duddies™ who have
refused io keep pace with a changing
world, these charges cannot be sub-
stantiated.

Certainly we make no apology for our
allesiance to the Crown—ito our insti-
tutizes of the law, our insistence upon
adequate defence of our country, and
our determined opposition to those who
would “sell us out™.

For those things we
SO EEATE.

In this booklet you will read of about
eighty groups of “proteslers” who de-
monstrate, hold po'lic mectings, sit-ins,
lie-ins (probably love-ins, too), ete., and
oppose the Vietnam war and conscrip-
Tion.

stand, four-

THE RIGHT TO PROTEST

Mevertheless, we must accept the pre-
cepl that in a democracy people are
enlifled to profest apgainst custom or
policy, and on matiers about which they
stromgly disagree.

Whether these sections of the com-
munity decide to profest agamst wage in-
justices, madequate pensions, the war in
Vigtnam or conscription—they are en-
titled to do so—so long as their oppo-
sition 15 conducted lawfully and with-
out rioting or disturbance.

And we mnst also accept the fact that
the Austruliun community is deeply di-
vided—split 25 never before, with per-
haps the exception of the 1917 anti-
conscription campaign-—on the rights and
wrongs of our participation in Vietnam.

Also we must respect the views of
many genuine, humane, just and upright
people amongst s, who are horrified at
the cruelty, bestiality and downright
wickedness of the war in Vietnam, and
tire atrocitics perpetrated By both Morth
am:d South Vietnam (and some of their
allies us well).

Public conscience has been  aroused,
just n% it has been aroused 1o the hor-
rors of the war in Migeria, and the suf-
fering and death of innocent children.

OUR TROOPS MUST BE
SUPPORTED

Therefore one cannol in justice and
truth come out and say: “Bveryone who
opposes. Australia’s commitment in Viet-
nam i disloyal and subversive™.

This we cannot say, for if we do we
undermine the priceless right of demo-
cracy to think and decide for ourselves

—we are henceforth dumb, drven
cattle.
However, there remains one essen-

tizl fact which protestors of all kinds,
shades und polifical opinions tend to
overiook on the Vietnam question, amd
that one fact is paramount.

By the decision of a democratically
elecied Government, Auvstralian  froops
are in action inm Vietnam, and must be
supporied and cocouraged by every Ans-
tralinn worthy of the name.

Should & section or even a majority of
Australinns  disapprove of this unde-
clared war, then their remedy is re-
course to the ballot box, met to riofing,
assanlls, disturbances. fag burnings and
the like.

And very definitely the Australian
people and  their Government cannol
permit the hold-up or deprivation of
military  stores destined for Vietnam,
which could place our troops in real dan-
ger or distress.

People responsible for these acts —
people supporting them—should be liable
[or the severest punishment, .

Treason is ireason, whatever puise it
comes under.

THE DOUBLE STANDARD

Western Furope stands aloof from the
struggle in Vietnam, and not one Euro-
pean country supporis the United States
—traly the “Lonely Giant™ on the main-
land of Asia.

Europe has its own problems at hand.

It watched with apprehension the Rus-
sian take-over in Crzechoslovakia, and
Fintand, Austria and Yugoslavia monitor
their frontiers and the skies for the
“Red Star™.

The United Mations General Assem-
bly is developing into some kind of 2
“Nad Hatters Tea Party’.

It passes pious resolutions on Russia’s
intransigence, it tui-futs aboui Vietnam,
members take sides in Nigeria and sup-
ply the antagonists with arms, whilst
the WATO nations make blood money by
supplying ammunitions and stores fo
Morth YVieinam throogh the Port of Hai-
phong.

From 1964 1o the end of 1967 210
ships entering the Port of Haiphong were
from non-communist countries, and 611
were from NATO couniries,

For the first five months of this year
49 arrivals were flying the Botish flag,
oul aof a total of 61 ships from non-
communisl countries,

This sitnation could be described as
Crithertian. if il were not S0 serious

Whilst 115, and Australion troops
confront a bitter and dangerons enemy,
our “friends” o very nicely by trading
with our opponents.

What sort of ndcy is this?

Mo wonder people lose their patience,
and no wonder the protestors, who are
not all loud-voiced agitators, use these
facts with telling effect.

But the muajority of the 80-0dd groups

gse the war in Vieinam, oppose every
citizens' obligation fo assist or delend
his comuntry, parade the flag of the
Mational Liberation Frond at their de-
monstrations, becanse they are the dupes
of an insidious and clever propaganda.

Some of us know some of these peaple.
Some of us have met clergymen, profes-
sors a4t universities, and students who
really helieve they are fighting a canse,
Others, for sure, are agitators, anarchists,
and so “super-lefi” that the Australiam
Commurgist Party is appalled at what lies
within ils own “Pandora’s Box™.

For communist parties throughout the
world find that many of their front
orpanisations have fallen into the hands
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of politically unsophisticaled people
who resort to violence and anarchy. An
example in recent months was the stu-
dent activity in France, whose avowed
object was to overthrow General de
Ciaulle.

The project back-fired, and the French
Government emerged stronger than it
could reasonably have hoped to be

Undoubtedly the real object—as well-
known international agitators took part,
including “Danny the Red”, who seems
to have 2 stramge immumity—was 10
sabotage the peace talks in Paris. How-
ever, the students of the Sorbonne had
some real caoses for their antagomisms.

A WORLD PATTERN OF VIOLENCE

Never in oor own lifetime have we
witnessed such a global breakdown and
erosion of the principles of decent pub-
lic behaviour, defiance of governments,
and confrontation of accepted authority.

A dark stain of violence runs throngh
society, and it seems that couris almost
bend over backwards (o protect the
wrongdoer and his rights, and certainly
in the United States, excose and justify
looting, burning and assaulis oo the
police ferces.

In Mexico Cily itself, host to the
Olympind, the country was almost on the
verge of being torn asonder just a few
short davs before the Gumes openad,

And i  Australia, owr late Prime
Minister, Mr. Holt, was himself placed
in considerable physical danger from
riofers, egged on by one or iwo known
anarchists, outside Kew City Hall

The riot last July outside the T1.5. Con-
sulnte n Commercial Road, sccompan-
ied by assaults on the police, burning of
the American and  Aunstralian  flags,
smashing of windows, foul abuse. and
the insulting fourish of the flags of the
M.L.F.. was serious, indeed.

Al the time of writing, thousands of
profesters gathered in London, with Ans-
Lralin House as their-main targel. One of
the leaders is Tarig AL, a foreign stu-
dent and known preacher of violence,
who uses Enpland’s policy of tolerance
and sanctuary to meite revolt

Included amongst a lot of shouting and
velling, the Aunstralian flag was cere-
menially burné, whilst some yahoos
kicked and ripped op wreaths on the
Cenotaph. If ever people merited a
belt over the ear with a baton—these
Tast did.

A prominent churchman, Viear-
General Rt Eev. Monsignor Clarke,
gaid at a fonction reccotly: “1 am very
suspicious that there is some sorl of
organised campaign to defy authority,”
How right he is.

Fortunately there are men in our
midst, like Mr. B. H. Arsold, Chief
Commissioner of Police in Victoria, who
is guoted in the newspapers and in
“Police Life™ as saying:

“S0 long as 1 am the Chicf Commis-
sioner of Police, T have no intention of
allowing violence to get oul of hand. I
reguire it to be crushed in its incipicnt
stagpes with all the force necessary.”
Following the Commissioner’s remarks
there was a strange silence from the
“weak-sisters™ and “do-gooders” in our

midst, whom one would have expected to
have launched tirades against police bru-
tality—police states, 95 per cent of the
population have no sympathy with mob
viglence,

One notable exception, however, was
an editorial in a highly respected Mel-
bourne daily rebuking the Commissioner.

MNeedless 1o say, many of its readers
were astonished and dismayed, nclud-
ing your reviewer. Indeed. I re-read the
editorial twice, and just cannot relate the
policy of this responsible newspaper with
the views expressed in its editorial.

In effect, the paper advocates, at any
rate by inference, kid-glove treatment
for Inw-breakers and mioters.

One day it may eal ils words—for the
wrilten page vemains forever.

ALC.D.—THE EVIL GENIUS IN
AUPSTRALIA

When one reads the booklel from cover
to cover, the paltern and the plan of
protest falls into place like bricks in a
wall,

The central spider in the web is the
organisation known as the “Association
for International Co-operalion and Dis-
armament”™ (A LCI)L

From this pareni body sprang the
welter of protest organisations.

Fven though we hope you will read
the publication, discuss it with your
friends and make voor own evalmation,
we will briefly outline the patiem of
revall,

In 1961 a congress organised by the
Warld Federation of Trade Unions met
in Moscow and called npon “fhe work-
ers of the world to achieve the peace-
ful unification of Vietnam ™—meaning,
of course, that Ho Chi Minh and the
Mational Liberation Front be given a
free hand.

In June 1964 the Communist Party of
Auvstralin  assembled for ils own con-
gress. and amongst a plethora of reso-
lutions recommended—"the recall of
Australian  lroops from Vietnam”™ and
“ng further interference in the affairs of
Asian peoples.”

From this congress the ALC.D.
emerged with strength to take the leader-
ship in the anti-Victnam war campaizn.

Later in the vear delegaies to the
World Peace Council met in Brussels
and ALC.D. took part.

We now saw the entry of various
Churchmen inte the lists. Some Angli-
can bishops and clergy sponsored a letier
to the Prime Minister protesting against
the war in Vietnam. No doubt some of
these prelates were genuine in their be-
liefs that “war is wicked” and the Viet-
nam war, in particalar, but unfortunately
some of the signatories were people who
sneered at our nstilutions, were prepared
to. comfort our cnemics, and werc
closely  connected  with  communist
“fronts”,

“STRUGGLE AGAINST
IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION™

How tived we all are of this time-womn
phrase-—trotted out in conjunction with
the other cliche of “imperialist war
mongers”. We heard it again when the
various international communist parties

met in Moscow in 1965, and the resolu-
tion carrying unanimous priority was—
“the struggle against imperialist aggres-
sion”,

Now the groups set o work in
earnest.

“THE, COMMUNIST PARTY HAS
BEEN THE DRIVING FORCE™

Churches, included in the Warld
Council of Churches, professors and
academics, some politicians, and some
excitable university students, all entered
the fray.

The ocmmunist party—itsclf split into
the Moscow and Peking fragmentations,
was hard pressed to keep the various
bodies pointing in the right direction.

Women took their part. The Union of
Australian Women had an offshoot in
the “save our sems” campaign, no doubt
peopled by anxious mothers and WIVEs
who genuinely fearcd the prospect in
front of sons and husbands. :

Then ecame Lhe “youth campaign
agnimst consciription”, many members
being students (whose callup was de-
ferred in any case) and who were pre-
pared to see other young men die. s0
long a5 they could save heir own skins.

We had the doubtiul pleasure of view-
ing university leach-ins on TV, and yards
of publéity in the Press.

Some shots of sudiences indicated
many individuals bearded like biblical
prophets, and “drak” looking females.

STUDENT POWER

Within the last chapter this pheno-
menon % discussed.  In some COUntrics
such as France students have revolted
against imjustices and intolerable condi-
tions. The students of Sorbonne Uni-
versity had very real grievanccs againsl
the French Government, which iz now
rapidly correcting such appalling gilti-
tions us po writing desks, and over-
crowding.

Some silly people love to generalise,
and brand university stodemts as wild-
cyed anarchists whe will join any protest.

We musl rencunce such hysterieal and
unverilied stalements, :

Obviously the majority of Australian
university students are serious, hard-
working young men and women, whose
goal is a degree. They ignore the va-
poutings and posiurings of a tiny sec-
tion of professional students who will
never make the grade.

Certainly we will see members of the
rat-hag section at demonstrations, sib-ns
and other ing, influenced by some sirange
charucters among their instructors (whose
salaries we all help to payl.

As reasonable members of the com-
munity, we can only have one role fo
play—a cmn:slruct{grnzl nE:‘ln:. o

Injustice, crue a pove cam,
and must, be eliminated in a democratic
system, through the medivm of properly
corstituted  bodies, through the Press,
and hy FParlinment.

The fubric of society, product of cen-
{uries of strugele, must not be permit-
ted to be torn down by anarchy and
violence.

{Reprinted in full context from
shufti”; December st 1968.)
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2/2 FIELD REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDED 23rd APRIL, 1969.

1968 Receipis 1968 Expenditure
$527 Balance brought forward .. ... ... .. £561.28 16 Floral Fributes S5 oini g 8.00
$329 i v 6 (10 LI 1S 2364.00 F204 “Action Fromt™ ... F317.14
$155 Annial Be-TInion ., e cen s e e 219900 £2 Lagaey: o il et s T it g R L LR )
—_ ? ST 2 v e e s N 2l R $5.50 $179 Annnal Re-Umon . o e o B187.77
79 N.SW. Capitation Fees ... ... ... ... 310.00 60 Sccretary’s Honorarium and Expenses  $60.00
63 Bk dibegmat v e R R 87235 527 Postages and Stationery _. ... .. S $101.29
$431 Regimental DMNer ... .o ocie e £509.00 3445 Regimental Dinner 1 e 43435
- Anzac Appeal S s S S i
== 6 Division Association .. ... ... ... ... 54000
32 17 Boassde TINES . it i —
F561 Balance carried forward ... ... ... F52T.58
21514 $1721.13  §1514 $1721.13
TRUST ACCOUNT
£1352 Balance brought forward ... ... ... $1576.35 £20 To, Tiantesi g e A .. - sl —
208 M. & M.BW. Interest ... ... ... .. £98.00 1576 Balance carried forward ... ... ... . $1674.35
2146 Repmd to Frostees: o0 ool e —
£15%6 $1674.35 31596 £167435
BALANCE SHEET
3937 Accumulated Funds of the Association £4001.93 Commonwealth Savings Bank—
3561 General Account ... .. .. .. ..o $5XT5E
$1576 Trust AcCOUDl ... ey oo aee vt BIOTHIS
1800 M. & M.BW. Debenfures—
Loan 830G (at cost) ... ... - F1200.00
$3937 2400193 23937 54001.93
F. F. WILLIAMS, Hon. Treasurer.

To the Members,

The above Balance Sheet and Statement of Receipts and Expenditure have been compared by me with the books and
records of the Association and I believe them to be a correct and [fair statement of the affairs of the Association as
recorded in the books for the period from 17th Aprl, 1968 to 23rd April, 1969,

P. D. GEORGE, B.Com. F.C.A. Honorary Auditor.

PILGRIMAGE TO ‘PUCKA’ VOTED BY ALL AS DAY TO REMEMBER

On Sunday, dth May, the Regimental
Association made the Annual Pilgrimage
to Puckapunyal,

As it was the 30ith anniversary of
the formation of the Regiment, the
journey had rather a special significance,

Members and their families gathered
in the Gun Club area, where the Club
was thrown open to members, and
barbecue facilities were arranged.

Manv members made the effort, and
prior to the ceremony, there was a very
convivial gathering i the Gun Clob.
Jim Sutton, one who we had not seen
for years was there. Cliff Clough came
down from Albury, while Bill Kinsman,
Secretary of the Seymour RSL., not
only brought along “Bronco” Dowling
and Rov:Auton, to mention a couple,

also had the editor of the local Sevmour
paper with him.

Keith FRossi had made arrangements
with the authorities of the Puckapunyal
Military Area and the 3 Div. R.AA,
Band was in attendance. A catalfagque
party was provided by 15 Field Regi-
ment.

At the time, 3 Div. Artillery, under
command of Colonel Peter Turner, was
at their annual camp at Puckaponyal.

At the March to our memoral
plague, it was like old times. For some
it was turning the clock back 30 vears.
Thrée Padres from 3 Div. RAA, at-
tended, and later President Len Creed
laid a wreath at the base of the plaque.
After this, those in attendance filed past
the memorial trec and plague.

To those people whe made the effort,
and to those people who, through their
organisation, made the day possible, the
thanks of the Association is tendered.

KEEP YOURSELF HINANCIAL

Subseription 52 per year
Send direct to The Treasurer,
Box 1876, G.P.0., Melb., 3001

MARCH WITH YOUR UNIT ON
ANZAC DAY IN WHATEVER
CITY OR TOWN YOU MAY BE




